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Pre-Historic India -Stone Age
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The history of human settlements in India goes back to Pre historic times.

/
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No written records are available.

» Archaeological remains are found in different parts of India to reconstruct the history of
this period.

«» They include Stone tools, pottery, artifacts and metel implements used by pre
historic people.

¢ In India, the Prehistoric period is divided into
v" Paleolithic age (old Stone Age)

v Mesolithic age (Middle Stone Age)

v" Neolithic age (New Stone Age)
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Paleolithic or old stone Age :- Hunters and food gatherers

+ Extends from 2 million (20,0000) years ago to about 10,000 years ago.
+» Paleo means old (f) and lithic means stone.
¢ People used stone tools, hand-sized and flaked-off large pebbles for hunting animals.
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Some famous sites in India are -

¢ The Soan or Sohan Valley in Punjab, Bhimbetka in Madhya
Pradesh, Belan Valley of Mirzapur (Uttar Pradesh), Kurnool in
Andhra Pradesh, Attirampakkam near Chennai etc.
+ Bhimbetka is an old site with caves and rock shelter. These rock
shelters are close to the Narmada Valley.
Traces of ash have been found in Kurnool
Fire could have been used for many things as a source of light, to roost meat and to A scare
away animals.
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Mesolithic or Middle Stone age-Hunters and Herders

¢ It was transitional phase between the Paleolithic age and Neolithic age.

+ From 10,000 years ago to 8,000 years ago.

* Means of livelihood Hunting, fishing and food gathering, but started domestication of
animals at a later stage.

¢ Use of bow and arrow also began during this period.

¢ The characteristic stone tools of Mesolithic age are microliths.

¢ First domesticated/tamed animal - Dog, evidences found from Adamgarh in Madhya

Pradesh.
¢ Animals bones are found and these include dog, deer, boar and Ostrich.
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The Neolithic Age: Food and Producers

¢ It approximately dated from 8,000 BC to 4,000 BC.

¢ This age was characterised by polished stone tools.

¢ People started agriculture, eg. - Barley, wheat and Rice - Rice was first grown in North of
Vindhyas.

+ Important of these age is discovery of wheel and pottery
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Mehrgarh

% The only neolithic settlement of India lies in Mehrgarg, situated in Baluchistan, a province
of Pakistan.

¢ Mehrgarh was probably one of the places where people learnt to grow barley and wheat
and rear shep and goats for first in this area.

+* Many animals bones were found like deer, pig, sheep and goat.

+ Remains of square or rectangular houses.

¢ The people of Neolithic age began weaving cloth using different kinds of materials like
cotton and wool.

¢ At Mehrgarh a burial sites have been found where the dead person was buried with goats.
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